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CONFIDENTIAL: To be treated as strictly confidential until released for 
publication as follows:- 


HVENING PAPERS : WEDNESDAY, 15TH JANUARY, 1947 
MORNING PAPERS : THURSDAY, 16TH JANUARY, 1947 . . 


BULLETIN OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND SICKNESS BENEFIT STATISTICS \ 


OCTOBER, 1946 
1. GENERAL 


This summary, issued by the Acting Commonwealth Statistician . 
(Mr. J. Barry), covers the operations of the Unemployment and Sickness Benefits Act, 
1944, during the month of October, 1946 and the four months ended October, 1946. 


The Act provides for the payment of benefit to persons whose normal 
earnings have been interrupted through unemployment or temporary incapacity. The 
Act also provides a third class of benefit - designated Special Benefit - which 
gives a measure of assistance to those persons who, on account of some special . 
circumstances, cannot comply with the statutory requirements relating to unemployment 
or sickness benefit, and who are prevented from earning a livelihood and are in need. 


The number of recipients of benefit do not embrace the total unemploy~ 
ment and sickness in the community. Unomployment or sickmess of less than geven days' 
duration is not covered due to the provision in the Act of a “waiting period" of 
this lemgth of time during which no benefit is payable. Permanent incapacity is not 
included as this is covered by the Invalid and Old Age Pensions Act. The application 
of a "means test" excludes another group from benefit. The inclusion of claims 
rejected - see 2(i) - completes the coverage of all persons applying for benefit, 
irrespective of whether their claims are approved or rejected. — 


The number of "persons on benefit" in this summary relates to principal 
beneficiaries who would normally be breadwinners. Dependants on such beneficiaries 
are not included. 


The information contained in this bulletin has been compiled from data 
made available by the Department of Social Services. 


Due to delay in tho receipt of information in respect of some bene 
ficiaries, the figures are proliminary and subject to revision. This applies 
particularly to discontinuances and results in persons on bencfit at the end of the 
month being overstated, 


2. SUMMARY 


(i) Claims Rejected: The number of applicants for benefit whose claims were rejected 
during the four months ended Octobor, 1946, is shown in the table below. No further 

dissection of these rejected claims has been made but it is hoped to extract further 

information in the near future. 





CLAIMS REJECTED - FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 1946 : STATES 








| Ucn Hiouteaal 
| State 7 Sickness ! Special | Percent.of 
loymen N : 
ployment umber All Claims 
New South Wales(a) 4. 1,334 567 
Victoria se ot fat 806 
Queensland a 7,574 413 
South Australia (b) .. 1,912 499 
Western Australia ai 1,440 348 
Tasmania Ave 45 116 


fa Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
b) Includes Northern Territory. 





a ae 
(ii) Claims Admitted, Exits, Persons on Benefit: The following table shows for each 


month from July, 1945 to October, 1946, the number of claims admitted and discontinued 
and beneficiaries remaining on benefiti- 


CLAIMS ADMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT (a) 


JULY, 1945 TO OCTOBER, 1946 


Unemployment | Sickness Special Total : 
| Males Females! Males |Females| Males | Females! Males |Females |_ Total 


Claims admitted during each month, July 1945 to October, 1946 : Australia 


Month 





19453 































) 3 
July ve 51 | 3,710 | 823 5 26 | 4,086 900 | 4,986 
August ‘e 42.) By 548 490 3 20 | 2,742 521 | 3,263 
September o«-. ao |) Senso 608 1 1ST ae 656 | 4,285 
October oe. Be. | agous 550 2 fa" io ean 625 | 4,000 
November 4° 84°} 2,355 420 T 9 | 3,875 513 4,388 

- December 4. 41,042 | 2,307 494 107 | 15 141,891] 11,548 | 53,439 

1946: 

Pieventery« «ss 358 | 2,214 432 14 10 | 7,639 800 | 8,439 

| February .. 108 | 2,514 513 13 47 -) Gg085 638 | 6,723 

| March ‘ 137 | 3,258 717 23 18 | 6,995 872 | 7,867 
April “3 120 | 2/,292 454 15 15 | 5,637 589 | 6,226 
May ‘re 92 | 2,689 581 24 15 | 5,552 688 | 6,240 
June ei 491 | 3,474 645 27 214 | 7,369 857 | 8,226 
July(b)  « 2,474 | 3,262 646 34 15 112,161| 3,135 | 15,296 
August (b) «. 164 | 4,134 902 32 20 | 7,978] 1,086} 9,064 
September (b) 106 | 3,202 729 10 11 | 5,873 846 | 6,719 
October (b).. | 2,238 72 | 2,511 616 6 2 | 4,755 690 | 5,445 





Discontinuances during each month, July, 1945 to October, 1946 : Australia 




















1945: 
July ad 645 94 1 ~ 751. 
August fe 1,660 294 i 3 | 1,826 
September .e. 2,563 422 v3 1 1 2,864 
October Beeol 453 a QZ | 2,627 
November o- 25468 520 4 3 | 3,486 
December o- 2280 492 ye! 3 110,648 

1946: 
January o° 25238 493 90 11 |35,084 
February 2,292 442 8 2 | 5,866 
March 35164 630 at 9. | 6407 
April 2,352 466 13 7 | 5,378 
May 2,416 494 15 7 | 4,889 
June 3,235 635 19 12 | 6,699 
July (b) 24808 527 27 8 |41,715 
August (b 3,729 766 30 44.4 7728 
September (b 3,068 618 12 7 | 5,898 
October(b).. | 2,041 73 | 2,394 497 9 12 | 4.444 





- Persons on benefit at end of each month, July, 1945 to October, 1946 : Australia 


1945: 
July o° 729 4 a7 5 ie fos) fare! 4,106 
August ee 928 6 46 | 4,251 990 | 5,244 
September ee 1,214 fe) 61 5,016 a eRe 6,205 
October ee 1,611 f TS 5, 764 1,348 Tse ue 
November ee 1 Oe Be bl 10 G0") 6,152 {1,304 47 456 
December ee oO) 106 94" 51374395. RB, boo a4oese 
19463. 
Sanuery «. 1,049 30 90 | 9,950] 1,329 | 41,279 
* February o- Teneo 35 107 (20,169) 1,390 111,559 
March es 207)  x¥3s. 116 [10,668] 1,566 | 12,2343 
April 1,195 3] +0 123 |10,91%8 1,607 | 42,52%3 
1,282 48 132 {11,581| 1,698 |13,279 
1,292 56 140 |12,260] 1,729 |13,989 
1 441 63 147 (412,706 1,862 |14,568 
1,547 65 153 |12,956| 1,980 | 14,936 
4,658 63 1ST cies Gord £5064 | 14,995 
4,777 60 147 |13,242 | 2,172 |15,414 


(a) Revised figures. (b) Subject to revision. 


3 & 
3. BENEFITS PAID 


The benefits paid in respect of each class of benefit in each State during 


October, 1946, and the four months ended October, 1946, are shown in the following table:- 


| 


AMOUNT OF BENEFITS PAID DURING OCTOBER, 1946 AND THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED 


OCTOBER, 1946 : STATES 






Benefits paid during Benefits paid during four months 









October, 1946 ended October 
a Unem- | Unem- 
erg tstoos | sects [ toeat_[ TOE, | stomnee 
Dloyment } ployment 
£. Le £e Le 

N.S.W.() 361 30,601 83,666 

WIC. 358 21,089 56,575 

QLD, 420 28,179 32,943 

S.A. (bd) 89 7,003 26,150 
WeaA. 210 15,362 19,968 

PAS. 184 | 4,785 11,491 
TOTAL: 48,726 56,671 1,622 | 107,019 | 228,690] 230,793 5,196 | 464,679 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
(b) Includes Northern Territory. 


4, BENEFITS DISCONTINUED 


(i) Duration: The number of weeks during which benefit was paid for each of the 41,160 
cases of benefit discontinued during the four months ended October, 1946, is shown in 
the following table:- 


DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING 
THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED CCTOBER, 1946 : AUSTRALIA 


Duration of 
Benefit Males Females |Persons| Males 








Weeks 
ess than 1 54463 1,222 
and under 2 6,754 £4080 
" eS 1,973) 1,821 
e eral) h £507} 'fbyS36 
” i 5 ITE abel 47 
és " 9 2,895] «25633 
" a ks Pease |. - 14260 
and aver Ge JOON. teak | 
TOTAL : 21.5416 24,499) 13,702: 2,746; 16,448 | 35,277 5,883 | 41,160. 





a) Includes Special Benefits (159 males, 54 females, 213 persons : 


f Of the 41,160 benefits discontinued during the four months ended October, 
1946, 15,002 (36 per cent.) were in receipt of benefit for five weeks and over, 17,554 

(43 per cent.) for four weeks and over, 20,937 (51 per cent.) for three weeks and over, 
25,072 (61 per cent.) for two weeks and over, 34,276 (83 per cent.) for one week and over, 
whilst 6,884 (17 per cent.) received benefit for less than one week. 


Average duration of unemployment benefits discontinued was shorter than 
that of sickness. Twenty-two per cent. of unemployment and nine per cent. of sickness 
cases were in receipt of benefit for less than one week, whilst for durations of less 
than three weeks the percentages were 58 and 36 respectively. 


(ii) Reasons for Cessation: Of the 24,499 cases of unemployment benefit terminated 
Juring the four months ended October, 1946, 23,139 (94.4 per cent.) secured employment or 
failed to report (which in most cases means that the beneficiary has resumed employment 
vithout advising the Department of Social Services), 742 (3.0 per cent.) transferred to 
Sickness Benefit or to another district and 179 (0.7 per cent.)- transferred to Rehabili- 
sation Allowance. | 


Of the 16,448 cases of sickness benefit terminated, 14,244 (86.6 per cent.) 
recove:red from their illness and presumably resumed employment, 763 (4.6 per cent.) were 


Slassi.fied as permanently incapacitated which, in practically every case, means that they 


were ty’ansferred to Invalid Pension, 624 (3.8 per cent.) transferred to Unemployment 
Benefit, or to another district and 295 (1.5 per cent.) died. | 


o 4 = 
5. PERSONS 
TOTAL PERSONS. A SROUAY ON BENEE TT AT _END OF OCTOBER, 1946 


as oe bion per 10,000 in Employ 
: mpDloyment: The proportion of persons on benefit at 
26th October, 1946, to the estimated number of employees in employment was approximately 
. opti comprising 28 unemployment, 35 sickness and 1 special cases per 10,000. 
e following table shows the proportions for males and females separately:- 


SEFROXIMATE NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 26TH OCTOBER, 1946 PER 10,000 


WAGE AND SALARY BARNERS IN EMPLOYMENT : AUSTRALIA 





a eee see 


Sex Proportion ae eet Nee 0 benefit per 10,000 in employment 
Unemployment | ‘Sickness Special Total 












Males ©... | per 10,000 males | 36 PBN, ga | - 17 
Females ..| per 10,000 females! we | 26 2 3 
2° er_ 10,000 persons | SG. i: ay ae 1 64 





(ii) St te Totals: The following table shows the number of persons in each State in 
receipt of benefit at 26th October, 1946:- 





NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BiNEFIT AT 26TH OCTOBER, 1946 : STATES 


State Unemployment | Sickess 
Males | Females 














«SoHo (a 107 2,056 614 

Ic, 25 Veo gi. Veo 

LD, 86 S547 4 

eAe(b) 2 Sgec1,.. 2a 

rhe 26 564} 180 

iS 4 Gof S62 | 98 26 

TOTAL: a eee ae 

a) Includes Australian Capital Yorritory. lerraitory. 


iii) Ages: Distribution of benefic aries at 26th October, 1946, according to age groups 
.8 shown in the following table:~ 


GROUPED AGE : PERSONS ON FiJEFIT AT 26TH OCTOBER, 1946 : AUSTRALIA 


~~ 


-_~ ea 















eae Unemployment Sickness To t a 1(a) 

Ae Pore. ne| Waloe| Fomlen 
“6 = 19 yoars PAR) 442 1,025 

O = 24 6 i 

wae * * 632 

O = 34 és 299 

a-39 6" aii gi 

O- 44 656 

5-49 " ae a 767 

Q 54 " O71 860 

5-59 1" 32 989 13974 

0-64 " 923 821 3 1,872 

TOTAL: 6.62 736.1. 14277 


cemecnreleasetemee tor 


a) Includes Special Benefits (60 males, 147 females, 207 persons). 


The table above shows that the incidence of unemployment and sickness 
mongst males is greater in the higher age groups, 62 per cent. of the unemployment and 
i per cent. of the sickness cases occurring in ages of 40 years and over. The decline 
a numbers of females over the age of 24 years is due to the smaller numbers in employ~ 
snt in these groups, through large numbers quitting their employment on marriage. 


6. UNEMPLOYMENT - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER 
AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF OCTOBER, 1946 


i) Cause of Unemployment: The following table analyses the reasons for tormination 
“P employment as stated by beneficiaries admitted to benefit during the four months 
aded October, 1946 and by those who were on benofit at 26th October, 1946. 


. es and lay-offs are separations on the initiative of the . . 
wployer, the “ain getter pas that 2 discharge is final and there 1s ne Lbaikela= 

yod of the person being re-engaged, at least in the near future. A i ale is a . 

jparation of a tomporary nature with the idea that the job will be available again 

br the employee as soon as circumstances permit. 


Quits are separations which take place on the initiative of the employee. 


» 
CAUS= OF UNEMPLOYMENT 









: CLAIMS ADMITT™D, “TC 


FOUR MONTHS SNDUD OCTOBTR, 1946 - AUSTRALIA 


Cause of Unemployment 


ishcarged for disciplinary reasons es 
Jischarged for othor reasons « 
Inefficiency, including modical unfitness 
Retrenchment, including closing of 
establishmont ee 
Replaced by reinstated ex=service personne 
ete., rolieving worker only 
Other dischargos, including inadequatoly 
dcfinod ee 
waideoff owing to - 
Powor rationing os ve 
Shortago of materials ve 
Strikes, lock-outs within the same 6 
establishment 
Seasonal work 
Gasual work ee 
Other reasons, including inadoquatoly 


defined oe oe 
[Inadequetely dofinod e. oe 
Juittod - 
.. Medical unfitnoss, work too heavy oe 
Othor quits, including inadoquately 
definod o8 ee 


fot previously omployed - 
Tmployers, workers on own account 
Txeservico personnel not yot roturned to 
work oe 
Othor ee 


TOTAL 





(ii) 





ETO » 





TNDUSTRIAL GROUPS - CLAIMS ADMITTED 





a 


Industrial Groups} In tho following statement is shov 
to mein industrisl groups, of bencficiarics 
months ended Octobor, 1946, and of those on beno 


Admitted furing four On benefit 
months ended Oct.,1946| 26th October 


2) 
1946 


Males Males Females| Persong 
8 TS 4 8 


575 24 596 
PG? 46} 1505 
533 35 568 
68 2 TO 

69 45 g4 
294 4 298 
57 13 70 
437 6 443 
898 7 905 
94 5 96 
506 12 518 
679 35 71.4 
411 25 436 
siya 1 172 
547! 12 559 

8 16 Aa 
19,409| 2,893| 22,3021 6,444, 248] 6,692 


sdmitted to 


DURING FOUR MONTHS 


AUSTRALIA 





oe er 


Tndustrial Group 


, Saee* 


Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying oe 
Other Primary Production oe 
Coal Mining ee oe 
Othor Mining and Quarrying oe 


Fectorics and Industrial - 

Founding, engineoring, motal=-working y 
including shipbuilding ee 

Vehiclos, including aircrait ne 

Toxtiles and articles of dress 

Food, drink and tobacco 

Furniture, woodwork, otc. 

Othor fectorios, including heat, light 
and power 


Building and Construction a6 
Transport and Communication . 
Gommerce and Finance - 
| Wholesale and rotial trado oe 


| 


Finance and property 
blic Administration end Professional oe 


: 
| Personal and Yomestic Sorvice - 
| Other ee 
| TOTAL: 


Pe 


Claims admitted during 


On benefit 


m the distribution, according 
benefit.during the four 
fit at 26th Octobor, 1946:= 


ZNDED OCTOBER, 1946. 





aa ) 
fa 





| four months ended 
Race aeincat a alae et 26th Octobor, 1946 
Males cme Porsons| Malos |Fomales Porsons 
14438 5 1,443 67 4 
aT - ie ftp, 





ha: ie 


The States with the largest numbers of males in receipt of unemployment 
benefit at 26th October, 1946, in the principal industrial groups wore:- 


= 


Wholesale and Retail Trade: (C'wealth 749 males) - Qld. 307, W.A. 200 
N.S.W. 155 

Public Administration, etc.: (C'wealth 709 males) - Qld. 397, N.S.W. 125, 

WA. 124 





(a) Defence = Civilian employees (mainly of 
Allied Govt. forces) (375) - Qld. 279 
Food.otc.. Factories : (C'wealth 681 males) - Qld. 400, N.S.W. 129 
Apricultvre, Pastoral. etc.: (C'wealth 677 males) = Qld. 264, N.S.W. 247 
Transport & Communication : (C'wealth 652 males) - Qld. 370, N.S.W. 108 
Building & Construction : (C'wealth 640 males) - Qld. 304, N.S.W. 169 
Founding, Engineering otc.: (C'wealth 556 males) - N.S.W. 203, Qld. 132, 
Wehe 124 





(iii) Metropolitan and Other: Unemployment benefits granted during the four months 
ended October , 1946, and those current at 26th October, 1946, are dissected into 
"Metropolitan" and "Osher" districts (Based on the usual place of residence of the 
beneficia ry) in the following table:- 

DISTRIBUTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN 


LR i 


AND OTHER 2 DISTRICTS (a yn STATES. 


‘Claims admitted during four. | 
ii _months ended October, 1946 On Benefit at 26th October, 1946 
a Metropolitan Other | Metropolitan Other | 


Males | Femeles 


















Males Females Males Females 









Males | Females 





SE a ENE ES 


N.S.W. (b) i 907 28 | 2,464 158 385 103 
“ayer ae 384 33 972 14 135 14 
QLD. aes 6,185| 1,863 5,061 703 1,388 i 
SsAe (c) a 235 24. d66 2 111 - 

WA. ae 5239 65 610 24 986 5 
TAS. ye peter A age Ss ae as ata 8 ae 

TOTAL: | 10,083} 1,991 9,326 0 eae ee es ie 194 


Sheet A re 
(a) Metropolitan comprises the regions administered from Capital City — Suburban 
district offices of the Departments of Social Services or Labour and National 





Service (Employment Service). In N.S.W., Liverpool is included in "Other". In 
S.A., Port Adelaide and in W.4., Fremantle and Midland Junction are included in 
Metropolitan. 


(ob) Includes Australian Cavital Territory. 
(c) Includes Northern Territory. 


7. SICKNESS ~ CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER , 1946 
AND_ PERSONS C ON, BENEFIT AT END OF OCTOBER, 1946. 


(i) Metropolitan and Other: Sickness benefits granted during the four months ended 
October, 1946 and thoss current at 26th October, 1946, are dissected into "Metropolitan" 
and "Other" districts (based on the usual place of residence of the beneficiary) in 


the following table: 
DISTRIRUTION OF SICKNESS BENEFICTARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN 


AND OTHER DI en STATES 


Claims admitted during four 
months ended October, 1946 
Metr opolitan 


“Males. Females 








On Benefit at 26th October, 1946 






State 





NeSeWe (b) Beet ag aed 








(s) Sa footnote to Teble Tent 
(>) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
(c) Includes Northern Territory, 


| Te 
(ii) Naturo of Sickness: The following tablo shows the principsl types of sicknoss, as 
stated on medical certificates, of boneficiarics admitted to Benefit during the 
four months onded October, 1946 and of thoso on bonofit at 26th Octobor, 1946:- 


NATUR®_OF SICKNESS, + CL CLAIMS ADMITTSD, ETC. DURING 
FOUR MONTHS 2 SND ID 00 OCTOPSR, 1946 : AUSTRALIA 






On ‘bonefit at 
26th October, 1946 





four months cnded 


Nature of Sickness 
Octobor, 1946 oi 














R 
Infective and Parasitic Disoases ae 
Cancer 2° on 
Othor Tumours abe a 
Rheumatism, Disoases of Nutrition and 
Vitamin-Doficioncy Discasos oe. 
Diseases of - 
Blood and Blood-forming organs és 
Nervous Systom and Sonso Orgxans eo 
Circulatory Systcm .. 2 
Respiratory System oc 4 
Digestive System se e 
GenitoeUrinary Syst on me 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, otc. ee 
Skin and Cellular Tissuo o 
Bonos and Organs of Movomont ae 
Other Discasos (including Ill-dofinod 
conditions ) oi a 
Injurics and acute Poisoning = 
Fractures bo ae 
Cinen ahjuries, etc. ‘ 


Operations (original disability not statcd) 
Othor (including not statod) . 


TOTAL: io 3,146] 17,459| 6,738 L177, 845 8 515 








een) Industrial Groups: Tho distribution according to main industrial groups, of persons 
on sicknoss bonefit at 26th Octobor, 1946, is shown in tho following table:- 


INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - PERSONS ON SICKNSSS BENSETT AT. 26TH OCTOBER, 1946 2 sUSTRALTA 


AD TEN FT NORRIE OT. ere Soe: agi 
Industrial Group | Males | Fomales Persons 














-—— 











Agriculture, estoral and Dairying oe 566 
Othor Frrimary iroduction ee NS, | 
Coal Mining oe oe 265 
Other Mjning and Quarrying eo 104 | 
Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, cngineoring, mctalworking, | 
including shipbuilding ec 15166 | 
Vehiclos, including aircraft o8 B Hea 
Toxtiles and articlos of Dress es ' 
Food, drink and tcbacco oe 
Furniture, woodwork, otc. bo 
Other factories, including heat, light 
and power ee oe 
Building and Construction oe | 
Transport and Communication a | 
| Commerce and Finance - | 
| Whologalo and rotail trnado o> 
: Financo and proporty oe | 
Public Administration and rrofossionel oc 
Persgonnl and Domostic Service D8 
Othor oe ce Ene 





Ja BARRY 
ACTING COMMONTHALTH STATISTICIAN 


CONMONI A LTH BURZAU_OF CENSUS _&ND STATISTICS 


ANBERRA, A.C .T. 15TH JANUARY, 1947. 








